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TO^ 



GEORGE HART, Efq. Major-CommandaAi ; 

WILLIAM WRIGHT, Gent, Lieutenant; 

JOHN PRIDMORE, Gent, Enfign: 

and to the other 
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of 

The Caftor Company in the Soke and Citjr 
of Peterborough Corps of loyal Volunteer In« 
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infcribed by their 

moft obedient 

Humble Servant 
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SERMON. 



NEHEMIAH iv. 20. 

IN WHAT PLACE YE HEAR THE SOUND OF TH« 
TRUMPET,* RESORT YE THITHER UNTO US: OUR' 
GOD SHALL FIGHT FOR US. 

A HE facred hiflory of the old Tef- 
tament is replete with in(lru6live and ani- 
mating examples of true Patriotifm, Cou* 
rage, and Piety in times of imminent 
public danger or public Calamity. The 

* The Reader, Tf he pleafe, may amufe his Imagina- 
tion by fuppofing the text to be a patriotic admonition 
from the Cavalry to the Infantry. That Idea will 
perhaps generate a train of Thought calculated to 
imprefs on his mind the immenfe Importance of 
National Union«^Union of heart, fentiment, and 
Power. It will enable him clearly to fee that fuch a 
union, is now a union of Virtue againft vice ; of Right 
againft wrong ; of legitimate Britifh Cours^e againft 
lawlefs French Temerity. 

A greateft 
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greateft Heroes, whofe valiant a£lions are 
there recorded, appear to have been al fo 
the moft religious men : their Fortitude 
and Piety were infeperable companions. 
They knew that the greateft human effort 
without divine concurrence in every mi- 
litary or other important enterprife, could 
never ^nfure fuccefs, Thefe Worthies 
were perfuaded that in the Lord Jehovah 
alone is everlafting ftrength ; and this 
confidence taught them to feek a clofc 
Alliance with Heaven by their Virtues 
ajid their Prayers. One of their promi* 
nent virtues was the love of their 
Country ; the exellencc of their prayers 
cohfifted m the devotion of the heart, 
fuch alone as the Deity will vouchfafe to 
accept. "O LORD God of heaven, the 
great and terrible God, that keepeth co- 
venant and mercy for them that love him 
and obferve his commandments : let thine 
ear now be attentive, and thine eyes 
open, that thou mayeft hear the prayer 
of thy Servant, which I pray before thee 
now, dciy and night, for the children of 

Ifrael 
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irrael thy Servants." Thus did the de- 
vout Nehemiah pray not for hittifelf but 
for his greatly afflidled Countryman at 
Jerufalem, at a time when he was a dif- 
lant captive from them in Babylon. When 
the Judgments of God fall upon a Nation 
for its incorrigible Iniquity, there is then 
no vifible diltinClion made^ perhaps, be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked.* 
They both are flain, or led captive to- 
gether by the Enemy : the latter had been 
the cafe with Nehemiah and many of his 
wicked Countryman. But after they had 
been led into ekile, God then interpoff d 
in behalf of his faithful Servants, by 
rendering their captivity more eafy to be 
borne, and even railing them to honour- 
able flations in the court of the prince by 
whom they had been conquered : Nehe- 
miah was thus honourably diilinguiftied, 
for he had been made Cupbearer to Ar- ' 
taxerxes the King. Let this and fimilar 
fa6ls ferve as a caution, then, to the pre- 
fumptuous Cavillers againll Divine Judice 

A 2 when 

* Ezekicl xxi. 3. 
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■when adminiftcred even in this world. 
Thofe who in Scripture are termed the 
righteous, are neverthelefs not there fup- 
pofed to be perfect ; for the fame fcrip- 
ture declares that there is none that doeth 
good and fmneth not, no not one. If 
theiefore the righteous fuffer in a general 
national calamity, their fufferings are flill 
perfeftly confillent with the juftice of 
God's dealings towards men in their pub- 
lic focial union here upon Earth. What- 
ever may remain to be adjufted in refpcft 
of Individuals,* will be all fet right at the 
great and awful day of final retribution, 
when every man fhall then receive accord- 
ing to his works done in the body, 
whether they be good or bad. Nehemi- 

• •< When we fee the punifhment of Guilt accumu- 
lated on the head of hitn (Louis the Sixteenth) who has 
not participated in it, and vice triumphant in the fecu- 
riry that Ihould feem the lot of Innocence, we can only 
adduce ntw motives to fortify ourfelves in this great 
trulh of our Religion — that the chaflifementof (he one, 
and reward »f the other, miift be looked for beyond the 
infli Aion<i or enjoyments of our prefeni exiftence." Sec 
IfCtters puMilbed by John Giffird, Efq. r. i. p. 134. 

ah*6 
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ah's fervent Prayers to Heaven for the 
welfare of his country were anfwered 
according to his mod ardent deCre : for 
the Kina; appointed and fent him, with 
the mod honourable credentials, to be the 
Governor of the province of Judea; to 
fuperintend the affairs, to ftrengthen the 
weaknefs, and eftablilh the fecurity of his 
own people againft the hoftile attempts of 
their malicious and revengf-ful neighbours^ 
When he had anived at lerufalero, "it f" 

grieved the Enemy exceedingly that there 
was come a man to feek the welfare of 
the children of Ifrael." The firft thing 
which this illuftrious Governor did after 
his arrival, was privately in the night time 
to view the walls of Jerufalem and its 
fortifications, and then to flimulate the 
people to rebuild and render them com- 
plete for defenfive operations. When the 
enemy faw the works going on with 
fpint and rapidity (for the cheering pre- 
fence of Nehemiah had ftrengthened the 
people's hands for this good work) they 
laughed the Jews to fcorn^ and defpifed 
them 
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them. Sanballat, the firft conful of Sa- 
jnaria, was very wroth, and took great 
indignation* "What, faid he to his Army 
impatient of plunder, do thefe feeblft 
Jews ? Will they fortify ihemfelves? 
Will they facrificc? will they make aii 
end in a day? Nehemiah returned this 
malignant feoff with a pious ejaculation 
to heaven; and then addreffing himfclf 
to the Nobles^ and to the rulers, and to 
the reft of the people, he exhorted and 
encouraged them not to be afraid. 
'•Remember the Lord, which is great and 
terrible, and fight for your brethren^ 
y«ur fons, and your daughters, your 
wives, and your Houfes. The work wfc 
iiave to do is great and large^ and \ye are 
ieperated one from another. In what 
place therefore ye hear the found of the 
trumpet, refort ye thither unto us : our 
God fliall fight for us/' 

Having thus opened to you the pri- 
mary occafion on which the words of the 
text were then ipoken, 1 Ihall now pro- 
ceed 




( 1 ) 

ceed firft to take a rummary view of thd 
Evils with which this natioa is at prefent 
threatened by its implacable Enemy ; and 
fecondly, to exhibit the Duties^ arifing 
out of that danger, which we owe to our^ 
felves, to our King and our Country. 

Firft. The public general Evil which 
the ambitious Mind of the Conful of 

f ranee vehemently urges him if poflible 

to bring upon us, is the invasion ana 

SUBJUGATION OF OUR COUNTRY* The 

particular calamities with which we Xbould 
be affli6led in cafe of his fucefsful enl,er^ 
pri^, are innumerable. "What the 
French would do here, after having onc^ 
eftablifhed- a permanent footings we may 
learn from what they have done ia all 
thofe Countries where the remiffnefsof th^ 
government, togetbpr with the cowardice 
of till? people, have given them the pr&r 
dominance. There is no country, inta 
wh^qb they have been able to enter, where? 
fcheir. footftepshave not been marked with 
bloo4; where tbpy have fpared either 

high 
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high or low, rich or poor, fex or age. 
Towards whatever City, Town, Village, 
or even folitary G!>ttage thefe Barbarians 
approached, Terror was in their front, 
defolation and Mifery in the rear. They 
every where promife proteftion to the 
poorer fort, and they every where ft rip 
the pooreft of every thing they poffefs ; 
they plunder their cottages, and they fet 
them on fire when the plunder is exhauft- 
ed ; they torture the owners to difcover 
tbeir wealth, and they put them to death 
when they have none to difcpver ; they 
violate females of all ages; they infult 
the hoary head of venerable Age, and 
trample on all the decencies of Life.** 
Thefe, and many other cruelties lately 
enumerated in detail to the public at 
large in a variety of forms, are the infer- 
nal and only means by which Bonaparte^ 
in his wicked Imagination, purpofes to 
a.^pcafe his oiherwife implacable animo* 
fity ajjainft the Bntifh Nation, for nobly 
daring, in (ingle combat, to oppole his 
frantic and unjuH A^^ibition. The tri* 

umphingi 
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timptiing, however, of the wicked we hope 
is fhort, and the joy of the Hypocrite but 
for a moment. Though his excellency 
mount up to the heavens, and his head 
reach unto the clouds ) yet he (hall perifh 
for ever, like his own dung. They which 
have feen him fhall fay^ where is he? 
Though wickednefs be fweet in his 
mouth, it is the Gall of Afps withim 
him.* Having thus taken a fummary 
view of the evils which the malice of our 
enemy hath devifed againft us ; I proceed 

Secondly, to point out the Duties 
which, under prefent circumftances, we 
owe to Ourfelves, to our King and ouf 
Country* 

Firfi^ The duty we owe to ourfelves, 
efpecially in this eventful crifis, is diligent* 
ly to cultivate the virtues of Temperance, 
Sobriety, and Fortitude. A ftrid regard 
to thefe is highly incumbent on thofe who 
are now preparing themfelves for military 
cnterprife. Without Fortitude, you will 

B * never 

• Job XX. 5, 6, 7, 12, 14. 
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are always attendant on a ftate of actual 
warfare ; and without temperance and 
Jbbriety, neirher the body nor the mind 
can be in a fit condition either to receive 
in(lru6)ion, or to pra^ice and improve in 
the mihtar)* Arts of felf-defence. Take 
heed, therefore, to yourfelvcs, left at any 
time your hearts be overchai^d with 
furfeiung and drunkennefs. Such a dif- 
ordered fla'e of Body and Mind is degra- 
ding to the human Faculties and Powers 
at any time ; but when fo ill an example 
is exhibited on a public Parade^ it then 
becomes odious and contemptible in the 
extreme. By fuch mifcondu£l: the com- 
mon Soldier becomes fubjefl; to corporal 
punifhment ; but it is prefumed that the 
loyal Volunteer will be fufliciently cbaf- 
tilcd by his own upbraidings in the 
fucceeding moment of fober reflexion. 
Drunkennefs difqualifies men at all times 
for the duties of their ilation, both by the 
temporary diforder of their faculties, and 

at 
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at length by a conftant incapacity and 
fiupefadion. 

Cleanlinefs of perfon, and a due regard 
to the careful prefervation of his Drefs^ 
Accoutrements, and Arms, in a ilate 
always fit and ready for official InfpeQic^n 
by any General or other officer; the(e 
alfo are duties which may be claffed 
among thofe which every military cha- 
rafter owes to, himfelf* The fight of a 
Jlovenly Soldier is not to be endured in 
Aanks were all but himfelf are neat and 
clean and debonain 

Second. Ifhe duty which we owe to 
our Sovereign Lord the King, whom 
God preferve, is that of Allegiance to his 
facred perfon and fubje6Hon to his lawful 
Authority. The religious as well as civil 
obligation requires this of every Briiifli 
fubjeft who calls himfelf a chriftian. In 
his New-te (lament he is enjoined to fub» 
mit himfelf " to every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's fake : whether it be to the 

B 2 King 
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Krif G as fu^reme ; or unto Governors, as 
unto them that are fent by him for the 
punifhment of evil doers, and for the 
praife of them that do well. For fo is the 
Hvill of God, that with well doing ye may 
put to filence the ignorance of foolifli 
men*' who are given to change. The 
plain quiet good chriftian, therefore, 
ktiows it from hence to be his duty to 
fear the Lord and the King ; without per^ 
plexing himfelf with intricate difquifitions 
about the nature and extent of civil Obe« 
dience. He is very thankful for the 
many bleflings he fecurely enjoys by liv- 
ing under the tried and happy conftitu- 
tion ol his Country, and leaves the Grum- 
blers to be tormented by their own vain 
Imaginations. If fuch men, however, 
would make a fober comparifon of the 
Conftitution under which they now live, 
not with models of fpeculative perfeftion, 
but with the a£lual chance of obtaining a 
better ; they would thereby foon learn to 
be at Peace, and to mind their own Bufi- 
nefs. Allegiance is due from us all to the 

prefent 



1 



■ 'I 



r '^"^ 




— ■« w ««4 



( is i 

I 

prefent reigning Monarch who fits upom 
the Throne of this Real m* But you, my 
brethren, to whom this difcourfc is par- 
ticularly addrelfed, have confirmed your 
implied obligation to that duty by a To* 
lemn Oath legally adminiilered. You 
have folemnly fworn before me " to be 
" faithful and bear true Allegiance to His 
\' Majefty King George the Third, and 
** that you will faithfully ferve His Mak 
*' jefty, his Heirs and Succeflc>rs, in Great 
'• Britain for the Defence of ;he fame, 
** againfl all his enemies and oppofers 
** whatfoever. So help you God." Thus 
have you religioujly pledged yourfelves 
faithfully to ferve your rightful Sovereign, 
and lam perfuaded there is not one 
among you whofe heart does not glow 
with loyalty and affeftion both to the 
Perfon and Government of fo illuflrious 
and virtuous a Prince. 

By Allegiance is meant the tie which 
binds the fubjttl to the King, in return 
for that protedion which the Kmg affords 

tb« 
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engagement, ihe law alio holds that there 
is an ti»^/i>i, original, and virtual Alle- 
giance, owing from every fubjefl to his 
fovercign, even before any cxprcfs pro- 
ttiile; aiwi although the fubjed never 
fwore any faith or allegiance in form. 
For as the King, by the very defcent of 
the crown, is fully inverted with all the 
Rights and bound to all the duties c^ 
fovereignty, hefoye his Coronation ; fo 
the fubjeft is bound to his Pnnce before 
the fuperindu£lion of thofe outward bonds 
of oath, homage, and fealty ; which were 
only inflttuted to remind the fubjcft of 
this his previous duty, and for the better 
fecunng its performance. Ihe fanflion 
of an oath, it is liue, in cafe of violation 
of duty, makes the Guilt ftill more accu- 
mulated, by fuperaddmg Perjury to Trea- 
iOD^ but it tiues iiul, increale the civil 
obligaiioa 
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obligation to loyalty ; it only ftrengthcnf 
the focial tie by uniting it with that of 
Religion. ♦ 

Third. The general duty which we all 
owe to our Country, is under the 
Divine Providence vigoroufly to. apply, 
when the moment for exertion arrives, 
our united and fkilful efforts to defend 
and fecure to ourfelves and our pofterity, 
every thing dear and valuable to us both 
as men and Britons*— our Conllitution^ 
Religion, and Laws : when we lofc thefe^ 
our Independence, Liberty, and Property 
will of courfe be loft along with them. 
The cruel enemy might perhaps in mock 
mercy fpare our Lives; but it would 
only be for the fake of afterwards diver* 
ting him felf with the fight of our extreme 
wretchednefs. Such a dreadful fpeftacle 
of national downfal would pleafe the little 
unfeeling corfican Tyrant more than all 
the aftivity and merriment of Sadler^ 
Wells. Your loyal hearts, hiy brethren; 

fwell 

^ Blackftone's Com. Vol. I. b. i. c. 10. 



fweW with Indignation at the thought thaC 
fuch a man as this fliould ever become 
your Master. The foregoing general 
duty includes a great variety uf particulars 
aU of which there would not now be time 
to enumerate. I fhall therefore at prelcnt 
Only remind you of fome of them. 

You who have now aflumed a military 
charader and appearance, have loyally 
pledged yourfelves, under your own Sig" 
nature on Parchment, " that in all cafes 
of actual Invafion, or on the appearance 
of the enemy in force upon the coafl, you 
will march to any part of Great Britain, 
for the defence thereof, or for the fup- 
, preiEon of any rebellion or Infurre£lton 
ariiing during an Invafion, as foon as 
fummoned for that purpofe by the Lieu- 
tenant, or Deputy Lieutenants as (hall 
aft for him during his abfence, or as fooa 
as notice Ihall be given to you by any 
general fignal of alarm, which fhall have 
been previoufly agreed upon as notice to 
the Country, of aftual Invafion, or ap- 
peal ance 
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pearance of the enemy in force upon the 
coaft ; and that from the time of your be- 
ing fo called upon^ until the defeat and 
expulfion of the enemy from the Realm, 
and fuppreflHon of any fuch Rebellion or 
Infurreftion, you will be fubjeft to all the 
provifions contained in any A61 of Parlia- 
ment which Ihall be then in force for 
punifliing Mutiny and Defertion, and for 
the better payment of the Army and their 
Quarters ; and that the Articles of war 
made in purfuance thereof^ and all the 
provifions contained in every fuch a£l and 
Articles of war, (hall extend to you; 
except that fo long as your fervices (hall 
be continued by his Majefty you do not 
confent to be placed in any Regiment, 
Battalion or Corps of Regulars, Militia or 
Fencibles.** This is the primary condition 
on which you have enrolled yourfelves 
under the Banners of your good King, * 

C and 

• Your good King has not only gracioufly accepted 
your offer of military fervice to fight for Him^ but he 
has alfo in return publickly announced his brave deter- 
aunation of fighting for himfelf and ycu too. The fol- 
lowing 
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duties to our country faithfully to dif- 
charge. The Magiftrates, the Conftables, 
atid Trust- WORTHY Houfekeepers— 
the Infpedors, Superintendents and their 
Agents, muft at the fame time be all on 
the alert. To be idle or cowardly at 
home when our brethren are gone to 
fight courageoufly for us and themfelves 
on the coaft, would be an indelible re- 
proach to thofe who are left behind. No 
felfifli regard to our own mere perlbnal 
lafety or eafe will, at fuch a time, be fuf- 
fered to take pofleflion of our hearts. Our 
minds will then expand as far as the ut- 
moft verge of the circumference which 
fuhdunds and includes the Prote6lion arid 
Accommodation of every helplefs Indi- 
vidual within the diftrift of our refpe6live 
jurifdiftions, in cafe of the enemy's ap- 
proach. Ov R duty therefore under thefe 
circumflance will in general be to take 
the charge of and to fecure removed 
Property of every defcription ; to prefer ve i 

the public peace at home ; and to convey , 
the helplefs and infirm to places of tem- \ 

porary ' 
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nevertlielers given us to underlland that 
'* He ruleth in the Kingdom of men, and 

GIVfiTH 

Britons beware. Do not fufFer yoiirfelves to be either 

ridiculed or fneered out of your mod fubftantial comfort 

and beft hope : the comfort of living and dying in Peace 

with God, and the hope of a bleflfed Refurredlion from 

the dead through Jefus Chrift our L rd. Remember^ 

Reader, and contemplate the boafted fpeculative benefit 

but praSfical mtfery which Atheifm and Infidelity have 

brought upon France — and take warning! Or if after 

all you choofe to defpife fuch awful warning confider that 

the time may confequently come when you ihall be oblige 

cd to open your bofom and prepare your heart to be tap« 

ped for its blood by the Jacobinical AiTaflin : this kind of 

Savage, delights, above all things, in drawing oiF the 

human heart's blood and carrying it away by Buckets 

full : fuch bloody Porterage conftituted one of ^lis 

beloved employments in the ftreets of Paris during the 

late dreadful Revolution. Every true Jacobin is aa 

^theift. That there is no God, is his creed ; and a 

delufion that the Guilt of his crimes will, at the hour 

of death, fnugly take (belter under an eternal Sleep is 

liis only confolation* Alas! unhappy man, thou art 

jjniferably deceived ! May Qod in his infinite mercy 

undeceive tliee, before the day of Grace clofe upon thy 

foul in a ftate of hardened impenitence ! To day, if 

theu wilt hear his voice, harden not thine heart* Now 

is the accepted time, now is the day of Salvation. 

When the wicked man turneth away from his wicked* 

I oeft 
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/^faisafiiivance ought therefore to teach 
un:tfaat:our greateft wifdom certainly lies 
in diligently cultivatin;; by Piety and 
-ViitTUC4nLitereft in the Divine favor 
:>aiidtpFOCedion. If we fodo, infpiritand 
''in Truth, we Ihall then have n6fhing to 
'fear: for when the Drums beat and the 
Trunapet 'founds " to arms " — our God 
^fafMn we honour and obey fball figHt 

M& that Ik hath commiitcd, and, d^th that which it 
bwful and rij;ht> he &«]) l^vc his foul alive. 

So mnch nvre the french people, at an earl/ period 
of their Revolytion, familiarized with an unnatural 
ifepraviiy erf' manners, that a female Jacobin,, the Wif« 
•f a Colonel of a battalion walked the Streets of 
JKbbeville in a red cap, with p'rtlols at her girdle 
loafting of the numbers Hie had dcllroyed at the maf- 
lacres in Auguft and September. Such are the glorious 
snd beneficial moral eSi:As of aiodern Philofophy— of 
the modern religion of Reafon ! Reader, what thinkeft 
ihou I Will it be an exaltaiion or a degradation of thjr 
Kaiore, to become a devout worlhipcr. of this upftart 
'fjoddefs? Compare that vile adoration with, the pirre 
Keligion of the Gofpel, and quickly determine on the 
fide of chrillian virtue. Life, and Immortaliiy : here 
Ex tby hopes and thou Ibalt never be difappointed. 

FOK. 



^! 




( 2f ) 

f o It US. *'* Them diat faoDorme, faitlidie 
Lo R D, I will honor, and they that deQ^ 
xne Ihall be lightly eikcmed.** L Sam, 
€. ii. V. ^ 



FINll 



Feteibonnigh ; Printed 1>7 6t Jacob. 
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